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DRAFT 5 April 1950

MEMORAHDIE! POR 'THE DIRFOTOR
SUBIECTS Pospille Intelligence Requirements of Mr. Gordon Gray

1. Herewith iz the published text of the President’s letter of
31 Mapch 1950 4o Mr., Gordon Gray, asking him to do & jJjob of economic
plaming as HSpecial 4dssistant to the President. The published text
of Mr. Gray's reply 48 alec attached,

fe Bince 1% avpers Orom these letters that Mr. Sray 1s intended
1o sceomplish & great denl 4in & very short time, it is apparent that any
agglstance that can be extended o him should prove very wseful., Yet
he may well not be avare of the help that CIA can provide. Pubtting thie
thought another way, Mr. Groy may vroduce results ectually adverse to
the national security if he sttempts to do his wark without adequate
Intellligence zuldence, or with the benelit only of such bits and pleces
as he can glsan fyom BCA, Commerce, and so forth.

3« Ubviomusly his first requirement iz & natiomal mmgem
eatinmate, giving the implications to U. 5. national security of the
"dollar-gap,” country by cowatry. After that, his reguiremenis may be
more detaliled, and the work (BE has been dolng lately in response to the
HERE request for intelllgence support may be furned to Mr. Oray's benefit
in this respect.

h. This is a case vhere CIA bas the opportunity "$o get in on the

2 floor” in the formulation of natiomal policy, se opposed to the
usual case vhere intelligence suprort is requested after the basic

decisions are slready made. Any use which Mr. Gray would make of this
fgency in this instance would certaisly help to estsblish a precedent
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foycrable to CIA vith regard pot: to the esriy use of intelligence
support in national policy plavning and in establishing CIA a8 the

pivotal amm:&y 4n the field of economic 1atelligence.

5, Recommemdmtion: It is commended that you send the enclosed
1etter to ¥r. Gray, or mention the substancs thervect to hin, The

ADJORE conours.

Foolosures:

1, Text of Trumsn-Orsy Letiers on World Trade
2, Proposed Letter to Mr. Oray

—GONFHDENTAE"
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